
HIGHLIGHTS of an 
Exceptional School Year

2020–2021

Looking back at a school year that was simply extraordinary, we would 
like to recognize our entire community and how we came together to 
support one another during an exceedingly tough time.

While facing many challenges, our students, families, teachers, staff, 
and administrators demonstrated their commitment to excellence, 
creativity, flexibility, and dedication. Considering the numerous 
obstacles created by the pandemic and opportunities to learn from 
mistakes, the list of accomplishments is astounding. It demonstrates a 
thriving and resilient LGSUHSD community.

We are immensely proud of our collaborative efforts to make Distance 
Learning a success. Students, parents, and teachers adapted to new 
learning strategies and habits. Our District team responded quickly to 
technology and connectivity issues to ensure a solid support system to 
advance the academic experience of our students. At the same time, 
wellness was the focus of many initiatives to facilitate social-emotional 
support and maintain a sense of unity for our community.

There are so many bright spots to reflect on. Our staff developed 
tools and programs to provide a venue for innovation and academic 
curiosity. Our students exhibited tremendous leadership. There was 
a movement and openness to explore new possibilities, expanding 
and redefining art, culture, equity, empowerment projects, sports, and 
more. Improvements at all levels marked a school year that was indeed 
historic and unprecedented.

We feel tremendously grateful to our community as we worked hard to 
establish a safe environment for the return to in-person instruction.

There are many achievements to celebrate, and we have included 
some of them in this report to recognize the amazing work done by our 
Los Gatos-Saratoga community - even earning the ranking of #1 Best 
Districts in California by Newsweek and Niche.

It has been a year of collaboration to overcome the challenges of 
educating our young people in the midst of a pandemic. We look 
forward to welcoming back our students in the fall for a much more 
normal school year.

Please be well,

Michael Grove
Superintendent

Dear Los Gatos-Saratoga Community,

VISIT HERE FOR A SPECIAL VIDEO MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT: https://youtu.be/KjlhhK749WI 

BEST DISTRICT  
IN CALIFORNIA

The results are in! As 
announced in Newsweek, 
we are ranked #1 on the 

list of best school districts 
in California. This ranking 

system is based on statistics 
from the U.S. Department of 
Education, SAT/ACT scores, 
college readiness, teacher 

quality, and graduation rates. 

Thank you for your 
commitment to excellence! 

It has made us the top 
leader  in our state!

https://youtu.be/KjlhhK749WI
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In a school year where conditions kept 
changing, educators and staff displayed 
significant creativity and resilience to keep 
the learning process advancing, with students 
connecting with teachers from home and 
online. Students and parents worked together 
to create the best home environment for 
Distance Learning.

In response to the urgent need for tech 
devices, we distributed Chromebooks and 
cellular hotspots to students in need.

We upgraded and expanded school Wi-Fi 
bandwidth in preparation for a hybrid return 
to campus and prepared 170 classrooms for 
hybrid learning with a standard video set-up. 
This initiative included teacher training and 
one-on-one tech support. The district utilized 
a team of EdTech Leaders, teachers, and 
support staff who supported their colleagues 
during distance and hybrid learning.

As the hybrid model phase got off the ground, 
teachers multitasked to provide instruction 
to those studying through the internet and 
those attending class in person. With all of 

Advancing the Student 
Learning Experience

its challenges, simulcasting became the new model in 
May as we transitioned to allow in-person instruction for 
all. Teachers worked incredibly hard to bring together 
students who were physically separated to create a 
seamless, cohesive learning experience.

We would like to thank and recognize these monumental 
efforts by our LGSUHSD teachers and staff! Plans are in 
place for a full and successful reopening after summer.



Our community met the challenges of the pandemic with great 
energy and innovation. Both Los Gatos and Saratoga High 
School had over fifty active clubs on campus, hosted several 
fundraisers, and participated in at least a dozen service projects 
while instruction continued.

As part of the SHS Media Arts Program, students tackled 
extremely important topics in their documentaries including 
refugee crises, environmental concerns, inequity issues, the 
rise in discrimination against Asian Americans, employed their 
graphic design and presentation skills, and had fun writing their 
own original stories.

The SHS Robotics program reported that their MSET Cuttlefish 
team ranked #1 in California and #2 internationally and was 
invited to participate in the Maryland Tech Invitational this 
summer. Their MSET Jellyfish/Bettafish teams qualified to 
NorCal regionals. Their MSET Fish dominated the competition 
and is already preparing for off-season events in the fall.

When technology mattered the most, we used it to our 
advantage by moving all our guidance materials onto Canvas. 
We created accessible content for new enrollees and provided 
greater flexibility for students and families through videos and 
remote engagement.

Testing continued. Assessments given in Algebra 2, PreCalc, 
and PreCalc Honors allowed students to evaluate their readiness 
for the next level and reflect on areas where growth was needed. 
We also made sure to provide juniors the opportunity to take the 
PSAT exam and seniors the chance to take the SAT exam.

Despite being remote, members of the Social Studies 
department worked hard to develop a new Ethnic Studies 
elective course. They created a rigorous, appropriate, and 
diverse pilot course to engage students in critically important 
discussion topics for the next school year.

In the World Language Department, Spanish 3 students created 
a “virtual museum,” with exhibits by Spanish and Latin 
American artists, while Spanish 2 students cooked traditional 
dishes to share with their families as part of a cultural project. We 
are proud to share that 185 students, districtwide, qualified for 
the California Seal of Biliteracy.

We provided support with tutors, mentors, and peer-to-peer 
groups. Some interventions included after-school small group 
cohorts, utilizing a collaborative team approach to support 
students. Meetings involved teachers, guidance counselors, 
support staff, therapists from CASSY (Counseling and Support 
Services for Youth), administrators, parents, and students.

Available Activities Multiplied: Collaboration with New Meaning

At the same time, we helped develop the 
plan for expanding LGHS’s award-winning 
Advanced Science Research program to 
include students from Saratoga High School 
starting in August of 2021.

And we welcomed Kevin Buchanan 
as the new principal for Los Gatos 
High School, an experienced and 
admired school leader. We appreciate the 
experience, knowledge, and dedication he 
brings to our district.
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Outreach to support community needs was 
especially significant during these times of 
uncertainty because of the pandemic. Students at 
LGHS created a virtual Peer Tutoring Center and a 
new Cats to Cats Mental Health awareness group.

Saratoga High School students launched the 
Falcon Family Peer Tutoring Program and served 
students from Redwood Middle School and 
Saratoga High School with one-on-one tutoring 
and virtual tutoring rooms.

We heard and listened to the voices of 
our students who advocated for changes 
in culture and policy to support school 
environments that are safe and inclusive 
for all students. This resulted in a renewed 
Board and District commitment to proactively 
address the issues of discrimination, sexual 
harassment and assault, and bullying. While we 
have much work to do in these difficult areas, 
we launched many new initiatives including a 
revision of our Code of Conduct, regular and 
ongoing educational and prevention activities, 
and students and staff from both Los Gatos and 
Saratoga High Schools produced a four-part 
series titled “A Conversation About Race,” inspiring 
meaningful dialogue about race and equity. We will 
provide a more detailed update on this work later 
in the summer.

Students supported various groups, such as 
West Valley Cares, Mathgives.org, and Brain Camp 
for Kids.

In the meantime, 
school-sanctioned 
clubs and programs 
helped members of 
our community through 
initiatives that included:

• The IT Club refurbished and redistributed 
computers to those in need of tech devices.

• SHS Music Fire Relief Benefit Concert, 
Economics Club raised funds for the Red Cross.

• Leo Club hosted a school supplies drive-through 
for Scotts Valley Unified School District.

• Interact Club held a Second Harvest Food Bank 
Drive.

• Red Cross Club launched SHS Letters of Love, 
handwriting thoughtful letters to older members 
of our community.

• Healthy Living Club organized a Winter Homeless 
Drive to create care packages.

• Family Giving Tree procured gifts for the 
community.

• Bombay in the Bay raised money to support 
Deepsikha, a non-profit organization that 
provides facilities and relief to cancer patients.

And students became educators! LGHS student 
members of the Environmental Outreach Club visited all 
Biology classes to educate peers about the “How To’s” 
and benefits of recycling and composting in support 
of a sustainable present and future!

Supporting Our Local Community 
and Beyond
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Throughout the initiation of in-person activities, the 
implementation of the hybrid program, and the full 
return of students to campus, the district focused on 
protecting the health of staff and students.

We aligned with the safety measures established 
by health authorities and set up protocols to 
advance the academic experience while securing 
our community members’ well-being with the use 
of masks, enhanced ventilation, social distancing, 
sanitizing stations, and disinfecting practices.

We administered more than 3,000 COVID-19 tests for 
student-athletes and music students, so they could 
safely participate in indoor sports and classes. We 
provided vaccination opportunities for students ages 
12-18. About 1,300 students were vaccinated during 
optional vaccination clinics.

When it was time to celebrate, Student Leadership 
at both high schools pulled together resources 
and ideas with determination to organize safe and 
successful proms. At Los Gatos High School, they 
hosted proms for juniors and seniors. At Saratoga 
High School, they held a prom for seniors with 
safety precautions in place to protect everyone’s 
health. Congratulations to our graduates and the 
Student Leadership teams!

While complying with safety guidelines, Student 
Leadership also coordinated in-person and virtual 

activities throughout the year, such as After Hours, 
virtual rallies, dress-up days, Walking Tour, Scavenger 
Hunt, and Toga’s Got Talent.

Moving forward, the district is committed to preparing 
our premises and operations to welcome back all 
students in the fall. We will be updating our protocols 
according to the latest guidance from our health 
experts and authorities.

SAFETY: Mission Accomplished
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With extraordinary talent and 
determination, our schools made 
projects a reality, despite the limitations. 
At Saratoga High School, the Drama 
department created a successful Fall 
Film Festival, an outstanding Spring 
Musical, The Addams Family, and an 
excellent student production of The 
Importance of Being Earnest.

At Los Gatos High School, the Drama 
department performed two spring 
musicals written and directed by 
students: Test Day and Through the 
Ages. They also produced a digital fall 
play, Ghosts of Spoon River, which was 
recognized by the Broadway Teaching 
Group’s “Teacher Spotlight”. Ghosts 
of Spoon River was regarded as being 
simply stunning. Using green technology, 
rehearsals were held over Zoom.

Their music department hosted 
numerous YouTube Live events 
throughout the year featuring every band 
and choral group. Here’s to the sound of 
success with the rhythm of teamwork!

And the Show Must Go On: Plays and Concerts by Students

For more information: www.lgsuhsd.org | (408) 354-2520.
Facebook: @LGSHSdistrict | Twitter: @lgsuhsd
Los Gatos-Saratoga Union High School District
17421 Farley Road West, Los Gatos, CA 95030

TEACHER OF THE YEAR
At LGSUHSD, we want to recognize MARCY 
COOPER as Teacher of the Year. We honor 
her commitment to the highest academic 

standards and unconditional support to the 
students at Los Gatos High School. 

She inspires everyone with her everyday 
actions! Thank you, Marcy Cooper!

CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR
In an unprecedented move, ALL classified support staff 

members were recognized for their herculean efforts this 
year, described as the hardest one in our careers, while 
facing a pandemic. Our classified co-workers have been 

essential to our success. We appreciate their tireless efforts, 
persistence, and devotion to their duties and our students. 

Thank you to each one of you!

VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR
We are pleased to recognize parents RYAN ROSENBERG 
(LGHS) and TOM COBOURN (SHS) for their extraordinary 
support to our community. Their spirit of leadership and 
collaboration, quick minds, and huge hearts helped us 

overcome difficult circumstances. They saw possibilities 
and solutions when the tasks ahead were challenging. 
We deeply appreciate their service. Thank you, both!

CONGRATULATIONS, 
STUDENT-ATHLETES!

More than 2,200 students competed in 
interscholastic athletics, and almost every sport 

was able to compete in a league season and 
playoffs if they qualified. 

We look forward to a new season of activities and 
sports achievements! Well done, everyone!
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